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“Integration problems 

with legacy networks is 

rated one of the most 

serious challenges that 

operators face in 

deploying LTE...”  
 

Informa Telecoms & Media  

2013 European operator survey 

 
 
Competing in broadband 
 

With mobile broadband driving much of the growth in telecommunications, the challenge 

for operators is to find ways to monetize the network with higher efficiencies, smarter 

pricing schemes and personalized and differentiated services. In order to launch such 

services, operators are increasingly faced with a growing complexity of integration 

projects across multiple - often inflexible - legacy products from different vendors. Parallel 

to this challenge, data traffic is expected to grow 18-fold by 2016 as new, faster networks 

and technologies such as LTE and IMS are being introduced.  

 

With so much at stake, while running a live network, operators will apply strict selection 

criteria on specialist system integrators. It is therefore crucial for contenders to showcase 

not only subject matter expertise, but also predictability on service availability timelines as 

well as up front transparency in costs and risks. A recent survey of European operators 

conducted by Informa, integration problems with legacy networks was rated one of the 

most serious challenges that operators face in deploying LTE.  

It stands to reason that with a growing amount of system updates, operators are looking 

at system integrators to provide not only a flexible, affordable way to deal with existing 

connections, but also with the new integration challenges. In situations as these, where 

one-off integration projects no longer suffice, the availability of a productized set of 

flexible protocols and functions offers clear competitive benefits, as well as a cheaper way 

to implement complex use cases.   

 

Gaining the competitive edge 
 

In broadband, it clearly is a major competitive benefit for a system integrator to be able to 

start work straight of the mark, without the need for lengthy preparations or one-off 

development on existing products or protocols. This will not only improve timelines and 

margins, but also confidence at the operator to extend the business to new projects.  

BroadForward’s Interface Gateway BFX provides system integrators with a specialized 

software toolkit for advanced integration of broadband, policy control, charging or IT 

systems. BFX gives system integrators the ability to immediately assess, configure, 

implement and test interfaces, providing a much improved visibility on the challenges 

ahead. BFX allows the system integrator to offer changes, adaptations and maintenance 

of connections as a repeatable service, while requiring minimal resources. 

 

Interface Gateway 
 

The BFX Interface Gateway enables connections to and from virtually any broadband, 

policy, charging or IT interface, straight out-of-the-box. BFX features a rich set of 

interworking, protocol conversion, aggregation, routing and enrichment functions for a 

wide range of protocols, such as Diameter, RADIUS, HTTP, SOAP, LDAP and SS7.  

The availability and flexibility of on-board protocols and functions prevents high 

customization costs or upgrades associated with EPC, IMS or IT systems that are 

required to fit within targeted policy control architectures.  

BFX brings higher predictability on timelines and thus leads to reduced costs and project 

dependencies. The BFX Interface Gateway will provide a considerable contribution in 

helping to realistically detail the necessary milestones in complex integration projects. 

The use of BFX gives the additional confidence that the operator needs, to make a 

positive decision for the project on offer. 

  

Making broadband 
work: 

Enable faster time-to-market 
for advanced broadband use 
cases 

Maximize interoperability 
across products of multiple 
(often competing) vendors  

Solve connectivity issues 
between Diameter and non-
Diameter interfaces 

Connect Network and IT 
systems using legacy and 
proprietary interfaces 

Avoid unpredictable system 
integration cost and lead-times 

Stay compatible with rapidly 
changing protocols and 
interfaces 

Reduce time spent on bespoke 
R&D 
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Contact us – Follow us 

Phone: +31 85 489 5 689 

Email:  info@broadforward.com  

Website:  www.broadforward.com 

Twitter: @broadforward 

Key Features 
 

BFX is an extremely flexible, high performance interface 

gateway that can run standalone or seamlessly embedded in 

the majority of new and existing systems to enable 

connections to and from virtually any EPC, IMS or IT system 

with minimal effort. It is designed from the ground up  

for speed, simplicity and flexibility, to apply a set of functions 

in any type of combination with the applicable protocols. 

Within a single instance, BFX can simultaneously handle 

multiple connections and roles on different interfaces in the 

operator’s network, at a very low footprint. A single 1U 

server can support over 100,000 messages per second, with 

minimal overhead and latency. The system can be accessed 

locally or remotely through a graphical configuration and 

management interface, removing the need for scripting or 

software development. BFX features a straightforward connect-and-configure flow control 

method, making it easy to setup and test links between systems, while controlling and 

enhancing its behavior.  

 

The BFX Interface Gateway makes system integrators more competitive: 

 

 Increased relevance and competitive power in the (mobile) broadband market 

opportunity 

 Improves time-to-market of broadband integration projects  

 Increases repeatability, transparency and predictability, reduces risk of errors 

 Improves project margins 

 Requires minimal resources on development and customization tasks, reduces 

dependency on R&D availability of vendors 

 Cheaper than to build in house 

 Simplifies complex use cases, provides flexibility to quickly add or adapt service logic 

 Enables remote after-care service offerings such as changes, adaptations and 

maintenance of connections 

 

The BFX Interface Gateway enables the Integrator to help operators making broadband 

work across competitive boundaries. With BFX, a project team can immediately focus on 

enabling broadband use cases. Instead of spending time on development and 

customization activities, all time and effort can be spent on the realization of integrated 

solutions across multiple types of broadband, policy control, charging and IT systems. 

BFX offers many ways to differentiate and be more competitive. With better control over 

complex integration projects, BroadForward’s Interface Gateway BFX is the smartest 

choice for system integrators to increase their relevance and competitive power in the 

broadband market opportunity. 
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Extensive catalogue of 
protocols, including: 

Diameter 

RADIUS 

HTTP 

SOAP 

REST 

XML 

LDAP 

SQL 

SS7  

SMPP 

TCP/IP 

UDP  

Unrivalled flexibility to add 
new/other interfaces 

About BroadForward  

BroadForward is the leading expert in broadband interfacing software, delivering the fastest and 
most flexible connectivity and interworking solutions for 3G, 4G/LTE, IMS, Fixed and Wi-Fi 
network environments.  
R&D at BroadForward is 100% focused on improvement of connectivity and enrichment of 
broadband systems. BroadForward’s software development is done entirely in the Netherlands, 
by an internationally recognized team of telecoms experts with a track record in building carrier-
grade, revenue generating products and services for global mobile operators. 
 


