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“Integration problems 

with legacy networks is 

rated one of the most 

serious challenges that 

operators face in 

deploying LTE...”  
 

Informa Telecoms & Media  

2013 European operator survey 

 
 
Competing in broadband 
 

There is a significant opportunity as well as mounting pressure on product vendors to help 

operators be successful in broadband. Subscriptions are expected to reach an astounding 

5 billion in 2016, representing a 60 percent year on-year growth. At the same time, the 

data consumed by smartphone and tablet users will continue to surge and put profitability 

at doubt. A relatively small amount of vendors will be selected to help operators achieve 

their targets. This will depend on how successful they are in convincing their product can 

actually make a difference in generating revenue or at least offer significant efficiency 

gains.  

In addition to that, the selection process will undoubtedly go beyond what individual 

products promise to deliver. Interoperability between different systems within the data and 

control plane is a key requirement for the operator to be able to achieve their goals. 

Exactly this interoperability requirement is identified as the single biggest operator 

challenge by research analyst Heavy Reading (in their report “Mobile Broadband & the 

Rise of Policy”). With the constant introduction of new use cases and the frequently 

upgrades of products, it is important that vendors can show they can deal effectively with 

this requirement. Not only now, but in a future-proof way. 

 

Gaining the competitive edge 
 

There is an immediate competitive advantage to be achieved if a vendor can offer the 

ability to easily connect and interface to any type of system in the data and control plane, 

even those of competitors. In addition, a vendor will need to be able to show that their  

product is ready for the future, offering the flexibility and providing the speed of 

configuring new use cases. Vendors should be able to offer this without having to delay 

crucial roadmap commitments caused by operator-specific integration and development 

work. With the ability to embed the BFX Interface Gateway within any product offering, 

vendors will gain a clear competitive advantage in any head-to-head situation with 

competitors. 

 

Interface Gateway 
 

In a market developing as fast as mobile broadband, operators have to turn to their 

product vendors to help them achieve the shift from basic broadband services to more 

advanced subscriber offerings. It is paramount for vendors to keep innovating and 

differentiating themselves where it matters most for operators: seamless interoperability 

and flexible use case enablement. Due to the nature of the challenge, interoperability 

across vendor boundaries, it is unlikely for operators to find a single company that can 

credibly claim and execute on single ownership. With the BFX Interface Gateway 

software on-board, vendors can immediately showcase a flexible and controllable 

connectivity capability, making their own product more compliant and therefore more 

competitive and efficient to operate.  

 

Enabling, maintaining, adapting and enriching virtually any connection between vendor’s 

product and the operator environment has never been more straightforward. This will not 

only help to be more competitive by increasing product compliancy speeding up 

deployments, but also improve on project margins and lead-times, by reducing distracting 

customization efforts. 

 

  

Making broadband 
work: 

Enable faster time-to-market 
for advanced broadband use 
cases 

Maximize interoperability 
across products of multiple 
(often competing) vendors  

Solve connectivity issues 
between Diameter and non-
Diameter interfaces 

Connect Network and IT 
systems using legacy and 
proprietary interfaces 

Overcome limited in-house 
integration skills and resources 

Avoid unpredictable system 
integration cost and lead-times 

Stay compatible with rapidly 
changing protocols and 
interfaces 

Reduce time spent on bespoke 
R&D 
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Contact us – Follow us 

Phone: +31 85 489 5 689 

Email:  info@broadforward.com  

Website:  www.broadforward.com 

Twitter: @broadforward 

Key Features 
 

BFX is an extremely flexible, high performance interface 

gateway that can run standalone or seamlessly embedded in 

the majority of new and existing systems to enable 

connections to and from virtually any EPC, IMS or IT system 

with minimal effort. It comes with an extensive catalogue of 

interworking, protocol conversion, aggregation, routing and 

enrichment functions for a wide range of protocols, such as 

Diameter, RADIUS, HTTP, SOAP, LDAP and SS7. It is 

designed to apply a set of functions in any type of 

combination with the applicable protocols. BFX can be 

deployed to handle virtually any interface requirement in a 

3GPP PCC or IMS network for both Diameter and non-

Diameter interfaces.  

Within a single instance, BFX can simultaneously handle 

multiple connections and roles on different interfaces in the operator’s network, at a very 

low footprint. A single 1U server can support over 100,000 messages per second, with 

minimal overhead and latency. The system can be accessed locally or remotely through a 

graphical configuration and management interface, removing the need for scripting or 

software development. BFX features a straightforward connect-and-configure flow control 

method, making it easy to setup and test links between systems, while controlling and 

enhancing its behavior. 

 

With BFX on board, vendors make their products more competitive: 

 

 Extended and enhanced connectivity, increased product compliancy with operator 

requirements 

 Higher level of competitiveness and chance to win operator business 

 Easy to embed within vendor’s own product offering and apply own branding 

 Better time-to-market, reduced systems integration cost and more predictable 

deployment projects 

 Built-in flexibility to quickly adjust and customize interfaces to specific customer 

environments, new use cases and future system updates 

 Ability to fully concentrate own R&D resources on delivery of core product functionality 

instead of distracting customization efforts 

 

With the ability to embed the BFX Interface Gateway within their own product offering, 

vendors will gain a clear competitive advantage in any head-to-head situation with 

competitors. With BFX on-board, vendors can immediately benefit from a flexible and 

controllable connectivity capability, providing increased compliancy as well as improved 

time-to-market and lower integration costs. This makes BroadForward’s Interface 

Gateway BFX the smartest choice for vendors to increase their relevance and competitive 

power in the broadband market opportunity. 
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Extensive catalogue of 
protocols, including: 

Diameter 

RADIUS 

HTTP 

SOAP 

REST 

XML 

LDAP 

SQL 

SS7  

SMPP 

TCP/IP 

UDP  

Unrivalled flexibility to add 
new/other interfaces 

About BroadForward  

BroadForward is the leading expert in broadband interfacing software, delivering the fastest and 
most flexible connectivity and interworking solutions for 3G, 4G/LTE, IMS, Fixed and Wi-Fi 
network environments.  
R&D at BroadForward is 100% focused on improvement of connectivity and enrichment of 
broadband systems. BroadForward’s software development is done entirely in the Netherlands, 
by an internationally recognized team of telecoms experts with a track record in building carrier-
grade, revenue generating products and services for global mobile operators. 
 


